
Talking points 
 
For those of you that have not yet done so, now is the time to email the County Planning Commission that 
the Siesta Promenade application should not be approved as proposed. 

Laura Benson   Laura.Benson@sarasotaadvisory.net 

Teresa Mast  Teresa.Mast@sarasotaadvisory.net 

Frank Strelec   Frank.Strelec@sarasotaadvisory.net 

Kevin Cooper   Kevin.Cooper@sarasotaadvisory.net 

Ron Cutsinger   Ron.Cutsinger@sarasotaadvisory.net 

Kathie Ebaugh  (rep from School Board- non voting)   Kathie.Ebaugh@sarasotaadvisory.net 

Robert Morris   Robert.Morris@sarasotaadvisory.net 

Joseph Neunder   Joseph.Neunder@sarasotaadvisory.net 

Colin Pember  Colin.Pember@sarasotaadvisory.net 

T. Andrew Stultz   Andrew.Stultz@sarasotaadvisory.net 

  
If you delay, your emails will not make it into the official "packet" for the application.   Several reasons 
you can use are listed below from my previous e mail.    It is SO important that the BCC's e mail boxes 
overflow with our emails.   Please don't assume that someone else will do it- it only takes a few minutes 
and your voices will be heard. 
  
  
Please put Siesta Promenade in the subject line.  All emails should be sent no later than 11/7/18 giving 
the commissioners time to read them prior to the meeting and to make sure that they all get included in their 
packets. 
  
Try to be succinct. Since the commissioners will be receiving so many e mails, (we each can't send in 
a "novel"- that they will just skim or not read) it is best to pick 1 or 2 topics from the suggested bullet 
points below.  If you could please e mail me and let me know which topic #s you have chosen, I can 
keep track to ensure all points are covered.    
   
1) Neighborhood compatibility- discussing what is surrounding the area, do we want 40' high buildings 
across from single family residential and heights up to 80'?. 
  
2) The density proposed is 65% over what would be allowed in a Commercial General zone 
  
3) Quality of life due to increased traffic- 8,379 more daily trips through the 41/Stickney intersection and 
queuing for even longer periods of time to leave to go anywhere and also attempting to return home. 
  
4) No increased density should be allowed on a hurricane evacuation route in conjunction with constrained 
and deficient roadways- impacting the health, safety and welfare of the community.  Evacuation issues for 
Siesta Key and surrounding neighborhoods. 
  
5) That demands on police, fire and emergency services will be increased. 
. 
6) Emergency response time to any event in the area will increase due to congestion, putting lives and 
property in danger. 
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7) Overflow on to surrounding roadways such as Gulf Gate Dr, Constitution (which will be reclassified as a 
Significant Local Roadway) and Proctor will result in increased back ups, as residents will be more inclined 
to avoid the Stickney/41 intersection due to the congestion.  
  
8) Economic impact- it is less likely residents will want to shop at businesses/restaurants in the Stickney/41 
area or on Siesta Key if traffic is worsened. 
  
9) The traffic study submitted by Kimley Horn (Benderson's traffic analysis firm) only looked at traffic on 
weekdays from 4-6pm, and a Saturday from 12-2pm.  The true picture of what occurs throughout the day- 
peak drive times to the beach and sunsets were not included. 
  
10)   Potential closure of access off of Ave A, impacting Carrabba's Center, the New Balance shopping 
center, etc.  Anyone living off of Ave A, shopping or dining at any establishment on the south side of 
Stickney, in order to head westbound, will have to find somewhere to make a U turn to return to the key- 
perhaps at Gateway-Vaccaro Dr/ Stickney or 41/Gulf Gate Dr;  or if coming from the east, will have to 
make a "u" turn at the new B/C light, in the middle of the congestion.  
11) Multiple meetings with neighbors and the submitted plan's density and intensity of use remains 
basically the same and access through Pine Shores neighborhood has increased to 4 access points 
  
12) Overwhelming height and no way to buffer 40’-80' buildings  
  
13) Safety- due to high accident rate already in the area, per the FDOT letter of 7/25/16 (see other 
attachment.)  Fixes proposed by Kimley Horn to the intersection are not feasible due to FDOT will NOT 
change the timing of signals along US41 corridor to accommodate this project.  Also, the triple lefts 
proposed from all approaches of the intersection cannot be done due to Right of Way limitations.  
  
14) FDOT has stated that they will not re-time the lights on US41 to accommodate the proposed light at 
Ave B/C and Stickney. Why is this still included as a "fix" for the traffic problem?  
  
15) Overflow of traffic from 4 access points into Pine Shores neighborhood streets, violation of 
Comprehensive Plan  FLU Policy 2.3.7   “In established residential areas, incompatible land uses shall be 
discouraged if traffic is generated on abutting local streets in amounts that would substantially and 
adversely affect traffic flow, traffic control and public safety. “ 
  
16) Privacy and quiet enjoyment of one's home is removed, due to 40' high apt buildings overlooking the 
neighborhood properties. 
 
  
17) This density and accompanying traffic will intensify the seasonal backup on Stickney and 41 when the 
bridge opens, now only twice per hour rather than 3 times, therefore the expected wait time for boats to 
pass may increase. 
  
18) 140,000 sq ft of retail? "Dead retail" is worse than no retail--note Southgate, Bay Village South Bay 
Mall, Pelican Point, The Landings 
  
19) Any other topic or you can think of! 
  
 
Please consider if you would like to speak.  Since we are each time limited to as little as 3 minutes, try 
keeping to the 1 or 2 points. Also, please email the commissioners, so you points will become part of the 
official record.  
 


