
s you know, the Gulf Gate 
Community Association was 
created by the original developers 

with one goal in mind: to maintain and 
protect our property values. Part of that 
involves enforcing the Deed Restrictions. 
But the Board believes that our 
neighborhoods are made more valuable 
by creating social opportunities and 
chances to improve our community, too. 
Here is a brief recap of our efforts and 
accomplishments so far this year: 

• NEW MEETING LOCATION: This year 
we moved our General Meetings to 
the St. Andrew UCC Church. This 
new location allows us to begin our 
meetings later (for those of you joining 
us after work), and to stay a bit longer 
to conduct business and hear from you 
about issues and concerns. 

• EXPANDED DEED RESTRICTION TEAM: 
We have expanded our Enforcement 
team to more quickly follow up on 
reported violations and be observant of 
infractions happening in our community.  
This allows us to be fair and consistent 

in our enforcement. As a result, we 
have addressed 82 deed restriction 
violations so far this year and have 20 
ongoing cases. Five violations have 
required legal intervention.

• SOCIAL EVENTS: Our Secretary/Social 
Event Chair, Sharon Durrant, and her 
team have created many opportunities 
to meet and greet your Gulf Gate 
neighbors. GGCA has hosted a Siesta 
Key Pot Luck Picnic, a Valentine’s 
themed “Love Thy Neighbor-hood” 
event, an Ethnic Pot Luck (food of your 
culture!) and an Ice Cream Social, with 
more to come. Watch our website for 
details of coming events.

• COMMUNICATIONS: Our webmaster, 
Frank Gomez is sending GGCA news 
out regularly via email, as well as blog 

posting that info on our website, www.
GGCA.us. If you are not receiving emails 
visit the website (News & Events tab) 
and use the “subscribe by email” form 
to join. The refreshed and expanded 
website gives you an easy “Contact Us” 
option to communicate your concerns, 
suggestions and comments. Plus, Aaron 
Cox has launched our GGCA Facebook 
page, so visit us there for updates, too. 
We want to hear from you and to keep 
you updated. Suggestions welcomed!

• MONITORING MEDALLION: The Board 
pressed Medallion to remove the 
clubhouse and out-buildings; that was 
accomplished in February. We continue 
to keep close track of their efforts to gain 
construction permits and will share any
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What are deed restrictions?
Deed restrictions are rules that developers 
set up to ensure the development remains 
desirable and holds its value well into the 
future. These rules are restrictions as to 
what can be done on each property. The 
Deed Restriction documents are recorded, 
along with the property deeds, with the 
County Registry. Every property in Gulf Gate, 
Gulf Gate Woods and Colonial Terrace, Unit 
#2 is covered by deed restrictions.

Do I have to abide by Deed 
Restrictions if I don’t join the 
Community Association?
Yes. The Gulf Gate Community Association 
was created to take over enforcement 
duties from the Developers once they 
completed the development. The GGCA 
Board is required to enforce ALL deed 
restrictions for the community because 
they apply to every property. Your 
membership supports the Association, but 
choosing not to join DOES NOT EXEMPT 
YOU FROM ENFORCEMENT.

What are the most common 
Deed Restrictions that are 
enforced in Gulf Gate?
GGCA covers 16 different sets of Deed 
Restrictions. None are identical, so 
please consult your own documents for 
details. However, there are some common 
restrictions throughout the GGCA area:

1) TRAILERS – this includes campers, 
tent trailers and boat trailers. No, you 
may not store your boat on a trailer in 
your driveway or carport. If you can get 
your trailer into a closed garage, that is 
acceptable.

2) SHEDS – the only building allowed on 
your property is your single-family home.

3) SIGNS – All Units allow ONE real estate 
sign (for rent, for sale). That sign can be 
no more than 5 feet square. 

4) FAILURE TO SEEK BOARD APPROVAL 
PRIOR TO ANY CONSTRUCTION – 

you MUST notify the Board of any 
construction project so that it can 
be reviewed for setback issues and, 
in some cases, so that the Board 
can confirm you will be using deed 
restriction stipulated materials. Failure 
to do so could result in work stoppage.

Where can I find a copy of my 
Deed Restrictions?
Visit our website, www.GGCA.us, select 
the “Resources” tab and click on “Deed 
Restrictions.” Scroll down and use the 
“Look Up” feature to find the Documents for 
your property. Or, visit the Sarasota County 
Property Appraiser’s office for a copy.

Why do I see sheds and fences if 
they are not allowed?
The GGCA is not perfect. Sometimes 
we miss something. If a violation is not 
enforced within 5 years of its occurrence, 
we have to consider it “grandfathered.” 
While we cannot force the removal of 
these violations after 5 years, we can 
and do prevent them from being replaced 
when they reach the end of their useful 
life. A “grandfathered” item does not give 
you permission to keep replacing it.

What can I do if I see a violation 
in my neighborhood?
You may report your concern to the Deed 
Restriction team so we can follow it up. 
Visit www.GGCA.us, select “Contact Us” 
from the top tab, then click on “Send us 
a message”. Complete the form – please 
include the address of the property you are 
reporting and a photo, if that is applicable 
and within your technical capabilities. 
Reporting a violation is COMPLETELY 
CONFIDENTIAL! We will never share 
your name, although we do need this 
info to confirm the report is valid and to 
communicate our progress with you.

Are there other rules that apply 
to my property?
Yes. Sarasota County has its own set 
of rules (Zoning Ordinances) that they 

enforce. Common issues that should be 
referred to the County are listed below. 
Report these issues using  
www.SeeClickFix.com or by calling 
Sarasota County Code Enforcement at  
941-861-5000:

• Improper Outdoor Storage: 
Accumulation of junk, trash, 
construction materials, wood, 
inoperable or discarded machinery 
or equipment, hazardous waste, tires 
and other automobile parts, unused 
household items, etc. are not permitted 
to be stored in any visible location 
around the home or in a carport. Any 
visible materials that result in the 
following are not permitted:
(a) Creates noxious odors;
(b) Provides a breeding place for or 

become infested by vermin;
(c) Contributes to any other unsanitary 

or unsafe condition;
(d) Creates a fire, safety or health hazard

Visible storage that results in 
decreasing the property value of the 
home and/or neighboring properties 
is strictly prohibited. Refer to the 
Sarasota County Code of Ordinances, 
Section 54.473 for more information

• Overgrowth and Yard Debris: 
Untended yards with grass at least 12” 
tall, excessively overgrown landscaping 
that decreases the property values of the 
home and neighboring properties and 
general debris are reportable issues

• Parking: The following are prohibited 
by County ordinance: 
• unregistered vehicles in street, 

driveway or yard 
• more than 4 vehicles parked on the 

property 
• vehicles that block the sidewalk 
• RVs and boats parked in the street

• Animal Annoyance/Barking Dogs: 
Barking dogs, dogs on the loose and 
threatening or dangerous animals should 
all be reported to the Sheriff’s Office of 
Animal Control Services 941-861-9500

Deed Restrictions And Code Enforcement –  
What Do I Need To Know?



DISASTER PREPAREDNESS TEAM NEEDS YOU!
Be ‘in the know’ during an emergency. Sign up for  
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS COMMUNICATIONS TEAM  
Many positions, stationary and active. No experience  
needed. Upcoming- be a RADIO TESTER! Beat the  
season and help us test the range and  
functionality of our new walkie-talkies.  
Interested?  
Email: VolunteerCoordinator@ggca.us

TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE FORMED
In response to numerous complaints about speeding and cut-through traffic a 
committee was formed in early August to address neighborhood traffic concerns. 
The Committee has developed a series of possible actions to be taken and 
continues to meet to address these issues. Efforts are being made to work with 
the Sheriff’s Department and the County in order to develop lasting solutions. 
Interested community members can email vicepresident@ggca.us. 

SARASOTA COUNTY NEIGHBORHOOD GRANT PROGRAM
The Gulf Gate Grant Committee has been working since early this year to submit 

a two-phase grant proposal for County funding for Entrance Wall repair and 
updating (2018) and Disaster Preparedness equipment and training (2019).

The Entrance Wall Grant portion was submitted to the County on August 15th.  
Thank you to the 473 residents who signed petitions in support of this project! 
Residents also pledged over 1600 volunteer hours toward community projects 
to help fund the grant (the County gives us dollar credit for each hour). These 
Volunteer Projects including Storm Drain Marking, Entrance Wall Prep Work, and 
CPR and Emergency Preparedness classes.

All 2018 grants will be scored by the County on September 11th. Stay tuned to 
see how we do!

GGCA 2018 GENERAL MEETING SCHEDULE
All meetings are held at the St. Andrew UCC Church from 
7:00 to 8:30 pm.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2018
GUEST SPEAKER: Kindra Muntz, President, Sarasota 
Alliance for Fair Elections
TOPIC: November ballot issue: Should Sarasota County 
change to Single Member Districts for County Commissioner 
elections?
Come hear why this issue has been added to the ballot and 
what it means for individual districts and the County as a 
whole. Make an educated decision before you vote!

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2018
Annual Election of Officers

COMING  
SOON!! 

Gulf Gate  
Tee Shirts!! 
Show your 
community 
spirit and  

style.

UPCOMING SOCIAL 
EVENTS
Party! Party! Party!  
Coming soon! Gulf Gate 
residents – watch for these 
future fun festivities: 

• Gulf Gate Picnic

• “Welcome Back, Snowbirds” 
Pizza Party

• Holiday Craft Bazaar on 
December 8th

• “Goodbye to 2018” 
Extravaganza! 

Woohoo!!! Check the website 
and attend the September 
17th General Meeting for more 
information. 



Gulf Gate Community Association, Inc.
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Gulf Gate Association Board of Directors reserves the right to reject items for publication in this newsletter which includes advertising, 
which could be deemed offensive. Items submitted for publication may be edited for clarity and content.

Yard Sign Rules

With the political season in full 
swing, the Gulf Gate Community 

Association reminds you that our deed 
restrictions prohibit the display of signs of 
any nature larger than 1 foot square except 
for real estate signs (for sale or rent) of not 
more than 5 foot square. While the Board 
supports your political enthusiasm, we do 
not have the authority to change this deed 
restriction, and therefore we are required 
by our Bylaws to enforce it. If you have 
signs in your yard, please remove them.

You can visit our website to view the 
documents that apply to your property 
here: https://ggca.us/resources/deed-
restrictions/

continued from front page… 
future info with you as we hear it. So 
far they have been unable to meet the 
necessary stormwater requirements; 
thus, no construction is imminent.

• ENTRANCE SIGN GRANT: Headed by 
Vice President, Cass Smith, a team has 
worked on a grant submission to repair 
and redesign of the Gulf Gate entrance 
walls. (See newsletter article)

• DISASTER PREPAREDNESS: The 
groundwork is in place, thanks to 
Chair Carol Connolly, to expand our 
Emergency Response Team equipment 
and training through a grant in the 
following year. New walkie-talkies are 
already in hand!

• TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
FORMED: Concerned about the volume 
and speed of traffic through Gulf Gate? 
We now have a committee working on 
addressing these concerns!

• SIESTA PROMENADE: Board members 
attended the Neighborhood Workshop 
and continue to work with Sura Kochman 
and the boards of multiple neighboring 

community associations to respond 
to the negative impact this project (at 
the intersection of Stickney Point and 
Route 41) would have on our area. Stay 
tuned: The Planning Commission has a 
tentative meeting date of October 4th 
and community members should plan 
to attend. More info will be emailed and 
posted to our website.

All this from a volunteer-staffed 
Association? Yes, and more to come. We 
need to hear from you, too, so plan to 
attend our upcoming General Meetings. 

GENERAL MEETINGS
Monday, September 17 • 7:00 pm 

Monday, November 12 • 7:00 pm

St. Andrew UCC Church
 6908 S. Beneva Rd.

It’s never too late to join – everything 
we do depends on your support, so 
visit the website and join or renew your 
membership. You live in a special place – 
be an active part of your community: join, 
communicate and volunteer!
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